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Welcome to Advent 2022!

 

This year we are doing something different as we

celebrate and observe the Season of Advent at Lifepoint.

I have asked several members of our body to share with

us how God is speaking to them through verses

throughout Scripture as we prepare for the Advent  and

Christmas Seasons. 

 

Advent is a time of GREAT ANTICIPATION and

CELEBRATION. Advent is the arrival of a notable person,

thing, or event; in Jesus all of this takes place. He is the

arrival of the Messiah, he is the arrival of Salvation, he is

the arrival of New Life!  My desire is that you find

PEACE, HOPE, JOY AND LOVE through these reflections.  

May the LORD reveal himself to you as you take time in

this busy season to make room for the One who has

come and will come again. 

 

Anticipating with you,

Pastor Donabel



Monday, November 28 

Read: Genesis 8:1-19
 
 

God remembered Noah. 

There are days when I wonder if God remembers

me… I know, my head tells me that God is all knowing

and that he cares for each of us. But there are days

when I feel like I am all alone and even hopeless. I

wonder when things will get better, when God will do

something about it and its not just about me it’s

about the whole world. Then, God showed up and

saved Noah, all that were in the ark and all that God

had created. I am reminded that God is in control, he

always was, he is now and he will be.

 
Praying that you feel his presence and know he is near, 

Pastor Donabel Martin-Ludwig



Tuesday, November 29

Read: Psalm 124

 

As I reflect on Psalm 124 I am reminded of Hebrews 11:1

which I have on the wall in my home; now faith is being

sure of what we hope for and confident in what we cannot

see. In Psalm 124 David talks about being swallowed alive,

torn by teeth, escaping from a snare that tries to entrap us.  

We all live lives with perils that try to overcome us and if

we did not have true faith in the assurances of God we

would be overwhelmed and not be able to 

live the life that God wants for us. 

Knowing we have God on our side through ANYTHING

gives us a life sustaining victory over the hard things in

life that come our way.  This victory is in knowing that as

long as we keep our connection and faith in God, 

we will not be overwhelmed. 

I praise God for the times in my life where he stood next to

me through the things in life that could break us. At those

times he gave me the clarity to see that the only way to

survive was to have faith in Him while I weather the storm.

 

Tami Sargent



Wednesday, November 30 

Read: Matt 24:23-35

 

 When I was a child, Christmas was all about the presents and Santa Claus.

New toys always filled me with great joy as I discovered each new present left

under the tree from dear old Santa. The Nativity, the birth of the King Jesus

was just a scene on top of our TV set of plastic figures huddled around a

baby in a manger. I had little understanding who this baby king really was

and it would not be until many years later that I would discover the

importance of this baby in the manger.

 As I grew into my teen years, I discovered that Jesus was my savior, so I

accepted him into my life because it was pretty obvious to me that I needed

some saving. Jesus was my good friend, and filled me with hope and love.

Then I began to read scary evangelical tracks of him returning, with death

and destruction everywhere and that I should be ready. Returning? Death

and destruction? So, Jesus’ return filled me with fear of a time when there

would be a great cataclysm that would kill almost everyone. “That doesn’t

sound very Christmas friendly to me”, I thought. But eventually I realized

that Jesus’ return is the goal, our hope, our reward and the end of sin. 

Christ will finally be our King with us. 

The manger is just the beginning of the Christmas story, the joy of our King

returning in his second coming is the Christmas Story Part two. When he

returns, he will come with great power and a whole host of heavenly angels

to finally set things right. Our King may have arrived in a lowly manger but

his return will be as lightning flashes across the sky in an awesome display

of his glory. Now that will be something to see and celebrate. 

Those childhood toys I received under the tree that were once so magical to

me, are now long gone, just a faded memory of fleeting joy. But Christ is

always new every morning and he will never fade away. Jesus was, and is,

and will be the  ultimate Christmas gift that we will ever receive.

 

Larry Beal



Thursday, December 1

Read: Isaiah 4:2-6

 

I intentionally wanted to wait until after returning from Africa before writing

this advent devotional because I had high expectations of having something

very special to share based on our time in Kenya. I envisioned having

mountain-top experiences, real aha moments that would turn me upside

down and inside out. I hoped that God would show up and reveal himself to

me and my family in unique and tangible ways. What I wasn’t ready for was

the fact that God was already there and that I was the one showing up.

He was there at SEATAC airport when 38 people gathered for the first time

together, in person, along with 76 pieces of luggage, trusting we would get to

know these unfamiliar faces, knowing there would be both ups and downs

shared within these soon-to-be forged friendships. He was already there on

the ANU campus as Mama Helen lead worship songs to the 90+

neighborhood children who had walked from near and far just to be at

church. He was at work in the lives of the choir students who spent every

single evening practicing their Christmas program, I know because I could

hear them from my room. Little did I know that He was also there, in their

midst, as they prepared a beautiful blessing to be sung over us on our last

day with them. And I could hardly keep from weeping when I felt His

presence at the bead factory, seeing all those smiling women working their

fingers to the bone making beautiful jewelry to 

provide food for their children.

As I sit now on this side of the trip that was a year of preparation in the

making, I see now that God allowed me a glimpse into the work he is doing in

the lives of those joy-filled people on the other side of the world. I know with

certainty that we all serve a gracious God who provides for us uniquely. I now

know from experience that he uses his children to bless each other in fun,

exciting and unexpected ways. During this advent season, I challenge you to

keep your eyes and hearts open to see and know how God is showing up in

your midst and recognize how he is using you to do his work.

You won’t want to miss it!
 

Karina Tuazon 



Friday, December 2    

Acts 13:16-25    

Acts 13:16 demonstrates that throughout Israel’s history the people

have been brought out of challenging and at times, hopeless

situations. Even though the people sometimes chose to disregard

God, or even worse sin, they were always brought through every

circumstance and situation. God saved the people many times

throughout a period of roughly 450 years (Acts 13:20), this should be

evident, but we are human. Throughout these trials and tribulations,

the people kept thinking a human king was the answer and God

provided the people with what they asked for even though it was not

at times the best thing for them. For the present-day Christians, he

continues to provide, protect and comfort us.  God provides us

choices, free will and the ability to decide for ourselves. God wants us

to know that he will love, comfort and protect us, if we chose to stick

it out. This includes following him, 

worshiping him and connecting with him.

This choice may not end up how we envisioned it, but we are still

responsible for the decisions we make with or without Gods blessing

and intervening. The passage closes with John the Baptist stating that

there is one coming after me whose sandals I am not worthy to

untie.’ (Acts 13:25). John knew that he will soon complete his ministry

here on earth and there is one coming that is greater than he. Even

John understood his time was limited and he worked to make the

greatest impact. We need to be aligning ourselves with this ‘mission’

each and every day and chose God over sin.

 

Mark Anderson 



Saturday, December 3

Read: Isaiah 30:19

 

God alone is enough. During this time of year I often panic that I will

not have enough. Will I have enough to money to buy the

Thanksgiving meal? Will I have enough to buy Christmas gifts?  Will

I have enough time to give Neal, my siblings, the boys, my friends, 

 myself? Will I have enough creativity to give to my work and our

church? Will I have enough energy to love?  And then I am reminded

that I do because the Lord is gracious to give me all that I need so

that I can pour into others. I am not the answer to the need, Jesus is;

but I am glad to be the vessel for God to use when he hears the cries

of his people.  Lord give me ears to hear and a heart to obey.

 

Praying for you this season, may you be sensitive to the moving of

the Spirit to hear the cries of friends and strangers alike. 

 

Pax,

Pastor Donabel Martin-Ludwig 



Please join us for the

second Sunday of

Advent service.



Monday, December 5

Read: 1 Thessalonians 4 1:12
 

Living to Please God
 

After our recent trip to Kenya for work and witness, this passage from

Thessalonians jumped out at me.  During a ride in our safari vehicle one of our

team asked our Kenyan driver if he was a Christian.  Following the driver’s

affirmative response, the follow up question was “are you sanctified?”.   My first

reaction was to feel embarrassed and uncomfortable at the forwardness of the

conversation.  However, upon reflection, I wondered why I had the reaction and

why we are so concerned to talk openly about our salvation, love of God, and all

things that should be the focus of our lives.

Paul in his writing to the Thessalonians is very direct as he writes to them right

where they are.  Paul instructed them (and us) that our walk before God she be a

continuous pursuit of God and separation from sin.  His example of abstaining

from sexual immorality is not an abstract thought, but something that the

Thessalonians battled daily, and that we are faced with almost continuously via

social media.  I really like how Paul describes that abstaining from sexual

immorality is not only how we need to walk before God, but also how we should

walk before each other.  To me, “walk” means how we should live, 

and act in private and public.

As Paul wraps up his thought he gets right down to the practical level.  As an

engineer I love verses 11 and 12.  Yes, foremost we need to love one another,

both those close to us and all in general, but it is okay and actually encouraged

to “work with our hands”.  By leading a quiet life, and minding our business, we

can win the respect of others who can see God via our lives.  Whether it is via a

direct question, or while quietly working, we are encouraged to pursue God and a

life separated from sin in all that we do.
 

Bob Kollars



Tuesday, December 6

Isa. 41:14-20    Rom. 15:14-21

 

HOPE

We had three boys growing up that required three different forms of

discipline when they were toddlers.  One was strong-willed and defiant, and I

found a different approach to break through the rebellious portion to cause

real change. The approved method at that time was just to spank the child to

discourage the behavior, however I knew that would only serve to make him

more defiant.  Instead, I would scoop him up and hold him on my lap facing

outwards, with my leg over his to prevent him kicking, one arm containing his

arms, and the other arm holding his head so he could move it back and forth

but not head butt me. At first, he would be even more angry but after a few

minutes his body would relax, and his strong will changed to being contrite

without breaking his spirit. At that moment I turned him around keeping my

arms around him, using them now to love on him.  Before in his angry state,

he was not ready to listen to what I had to say.  Now he could hear and

respond in a real meaningful way to correction. He was assured that his

incorrect behavior did not change my love for him but that 

he needed to make some corrections,

Looking at the Old Testament, we see the pattern of generations that followed

God and His instruction and generations that turned their back on God in

rebellion. God had chosen them from all nations to be the one that the Savior

would come from.  God allowed them to be taken into captivity in their

defiance, but always kept loving arms around them. Verse 14 “Do not fear, you

worm Jacob, you men of Israel…”. Calling Jacob, a worm in this translation

referred to Jacob-so little among the tribes, so weak, so defenseless, despised &

trampled on by everybody, forced to creep and hide in the earth. Jacob has

become a worm but not a viper (seed of the serpent) as his enemies. 

continued......

 



 God reminds them that they are the objects of His affection  vs:8-9 they are

encouraged against fear of men, with promises of help and strength from the Lord  

 vs:10,13,14 of confusion to their enemies & victory over them   vs:11,12,15 & 16 of

spiritual provision in which they will see the hand of the Lord vs:17-20 a throw down to

idolatrous nations to produce strong reasons for their idolatry.   The Israel nation was

the shining beacon of hope to all nations that no matter their circumstance, 

they were loved and chosen by God.

In Romans we see Paul writing to Christians to encourage them to share their hope in

Christ.  Christ came as the fulfilment of the Old Testament promise and his hope was

to all people and all nations. Paul first clarifies Jesus’s work as our priest. The main

difference between Him and other religions while other religions demanded a

sacrifice, Christianity is the only religion where God demands a sacrifice & then

provides it himself. God is the source of all true hope. In turn, God has called you to be

a minister of that hope. Paul tells Christians that they have the tools- they are full, filled

and able to share the source of their hope.  The least qualified Christian is more

qualified than the most qualified unbeliever to give hope because of our source.  God

wants you to model hope even in your pain.  There are two types of people-those that

have hope and those that need hope.  God uses people to share His hope.

As we approach the manager scene in this season, we are reminded that Christ was the

fulfilment of the Old Testament promise of hope they had anticipated for generations.

At the foot of the manger, we are now reminded that our hope going forward is

grounded in Christ, not circumstances,  and we are commissioned to share 

that hope with those around us.

In the holiday hustle and bustle of the season, so many struggle with depression,

loneliness, and broken relationships. We are challenged to reach out and share the

hope that Christ gives us for true peace and love.  May you be that beacon of hope. 

Valarie Gile 



Wednesday, December 7

Read: Genesis 15:1-15
 

God met with Abraham before leaving Babylon (Acts 7:2) and brought him out

of the same land in which the Tower of Babel was built. Before Abraham, all

peoples were under the sovereign reign of Yahweh, but, from the fall of Adam to

the erection of the Tower, humanity rejected Yahweh. God gave humanity over

to their lusts for foreign gods (demonic entities) and let them be ruled by these

dark powers (see Deuteronomy 32 and Psalm 82). This explains the regionality

of gods in the ancient near east and in other ancient cultures. In the minds of

people who lived during Abraham's time, the very dirt was owned by the local

deity (see 2 Kings 5:1-19—especially 5:17).

In Genesis 15 we see God make a pledge to Abraham, promising him that he

would have a physical heir and that this heir would carry forth and grow into a

nation. Abraham was steadfast in believing God and now this belief was counted

to him as righteousness. Through this righteousness we learn, in the unfolding

story of the Bible, that his offspring grew into a mighty nation and that through

Abraham's obedience God used his servant to bring forth the Messiah, who

broke the bonds of demonic darkness that held the nations.

Our belief of God always results in action—not only our own action but God's as

well. In the case of the story of the Tower of Babel, the nations were

disinherited; in the case of Abraham, the nations were restored and the curse of

the Fall was cured. God is not a god which moves without us but instead is a

God who chooses to move with us. Our actions and attitudes toward him matter

on an eternal scale; the good fruits we produce are not only our fruits, but the

eternal fruits of God's own life.

 

God Bless,

Joshua Buzzard  

 



Thursday, December 8

Read Genesis 37 & 40

 

We live in a world where we have attempted to eradicate pain and hurt feelings.

And instead of embracing these things and teaching people how to engage with

them in a healthy way, we have instead taught people to run from them and

turn to unhealthy habits to fill the void. When our lives get hard, I often forget

about all the good things that God has done in my life. I forget about the joys of

the mountain tops because I am stuck down in the valley. Brene Brown says that

“I came to church thinking that faith would be like an epidural. Something that

would take all my pain away. But I found out that faith is more like a midwife. A

nurturing partner who leans into the pain with me.” But sharing our pain and

our hurt with God is important. Because lament opens up a pathway to intimacy

with God. It creates not only a strengthening of our relationship with God but

also a healthy outlet for our pain and frustration. When we lament the things

that are going on in our lives, it is a prayer for God to act in our lives. Lament is

an opportunity for us to draw nearer into God.

 

Pastor Hudson Knox



Saturday, December 10

Read:1 Samuel 2: 1-8
 

This is Hannah’s prayer, her song of rejoice and trust, after leaving her only son in

God’s hands for His will to be acted out instead of her own. I see this as a true

testament of faith and trust; something to long for and work towards. Trusting God in

all circumstances can be challenging. It’s easy for us to trust God and give him praise

and thanks when things are going well, but true faith is shown in the trials; fight or

flight kicks in. Do you choose to fight with God on your side or do you choose to run

and pursue your own plans? In my darkest moments, I can’t say that I have always

trusted God and sang his praises – more often than not I’m asking “why?” and am

angry with God. These verses remind me that I am one tiny piece of the far-reaching

puzzle, but even so God looks out for me. He mourns with me when I am hurting and

rejoices with me in all my successes. His ways are greater than my ways and I need to

trust him in all things. The beginning and end of these verses really sum it up: “My

heat rejoices in the Lord; for the foundations of the earth are the Lord’s; on them he

has set the world.” Thank you Lord for making a way for me 

and caring about every detail. 
 

Sierra Williams

Friday, December 9

Read: Ruth 4:13-17
 

The theme of the "guardian redeemer" is found throughout the book of

Ruth. Ruth is a foreigner without an inheritance or a future, but through

her faith and obedience she is redeemed and blessed, becoming the great

grandmother of King David. This may not seem like an Advent story, but

as Advent means "arrival", Ruth's story reminds of our own need for a

redeemer. Jesus' birth meant the ultimate Redeemer had come, and

humankind would now have the inheritance of an eternal relationship

with the Creator.
 

Bill Carlson



Please join us for the third

Sunday of Advent service.



Monday, December 12

Read: Acts 5:12-16 

 

If the general, secular population of the US were asked to describe their

perception of The Church, what do you think they would say? Unfortunately, I

don’t think most people would have a positive opinion. They may say irrelevant,

ineffective or unfortunately even harmful. This is a stark contrast to what we

hear in Acts 5. The church was “highly regarded” and even feared by some

because the power of the Spirit was so present in the signs and wonders

performed. Even those who were not believers brought their sick and afflicted to

Jerusalem, because so many were being healed. The Christian community was

revered and seen as a place of healing for all. The discrepancy between The

Church now and then is heart breaking. May we strive as a whole to be seen as a

community of healing, hope, and restoration for all who are seeking. May the

power of the Spirit and love of Christ be undeniably present amongst us so that

those who don’t believe are drawn in. 

 

Erin Hemphill



Tuesday, December 13

Read: Psalm 42

 

The writer of this psalm appears to be in a deep inner struggle.  The writer expresses

feeling forgotten by God, wandering in grief, oppressed by enemies, has to answer the

question “Where is this God of yours?”  It appears that discouragement, tears,

questions, doubts, tumultuousness rules the day.  The writer is in a crisis of sorts.

In the Chinese language, the word for “crisis” is a combination of characters.  These

characters designate “danger” and “a crucial point, as when something begins to

change”.  This disjunction seems to be true in every crisis: depending on how one

navigates the crisis, one can find danger or the beginning of change.  I sure do wish

we could go through our lives without struggling though.  I wish we could avoid

discouragement and deep sadness.  Isn’t there a better way

 to grow or change, than to endure such hardship?  

The nature of our walk with God includes moments of crisis in order for us to grow, to

change, to deepen in our faith, to become more like Jesus, to let go of that which does

not draw us closer to God.  I am reminded of these words from 

Orien W. Fifer in Daily Prayer Companion: 

Father and God, you know the work, the worry, and the weariness which, day by day,

even week after week, weigh so heavily upon my life.  So often I grow faint and fearful,

disturbed and doubtful. I long for rest and peace and full assurance of faith.  May I so

wait upon you in daily prayer and be renewed with spiritual might

 that I shall fight the good fight and keep the faith.

As we draw near to the birth of Jesus, may we embrace any moments of crisis we find

ourselves facing.  May we turn our minds and hearts to God, allowing the crisis to

have it’s affect on our lives: bringing change, allowing for deeper practices of faith,

and drawing us closer to 

our loving God.

 

Megan Rulloda



Wednesday, December 14

Read Zechariah 8:1-14

 

The people of Jerusalem are given a message of hope for the future that is

almost too much to grasp. They are far from finishing the temple, and the

streets aren’t safe for the elderly or youth. It would be hard for them to

believe that things would change so drastically. They are in the midst of a

dark time, swallowed up by discouragement. Yet God says, (I’m paraphrasing

here) “Keep your head in the game! I’m determined to bless you! 

 

The human experience is cluttered with dark days that discourage us and

situations that feel hopeless. Is there darkness somewhere in your life today?

Is there a space that feels like God is absent from? 

Remember that God is with you- even more so than with the Israelites,

because we have Emmanuel- God with us. The gift of Jesus is with us now, in

the darkness and chaos of life, and He is determined to bless you around

every corner.

 

Mindy Hamilton



Thursday, December 15

Read Psalm 80: 1-7; 17-19

 

This psalm is a cry of the people with powerful imagery; a metaphor marked

through Israel’s relationship to God, the good shepherd, just as Jesus describes

in John 10. We are his lost sheep needing to be rescued, returned, and

restored; it’s our eternal need to be delivered back to God our father.

Help us Lord, strengthen and protect us just as the Cherubim guard the holy

place. While wandering in the wilderness You were the source of protection

for the Israelites. Your people needed deliverance then just as we need

deliverance now. “Restore us, O God; Cause your 

face to shine, and we will be saved”

Though thousands of years may separate us, we are not so different. They

appeared to not trust their shepherd fully then, just as many of us don’t fully

trust Him now…. is this your story today, will this be your story tomorrow? We

must release our situation to God’s judgement and trust he knows what’s good

for us as Paul writes in Romans 8:28.    

We are Your creation; Your prize; Your children; help us remember who we

are! Lead us always to desire Your strength in our heart and maintain hope in

Your transformative work for our lives. Lord, we ask You make Your presence

known in our darkest moments and always light our path so we will not turn

back from You. “Revive us, and we will call upon Your name. Restore us, O

God; Cause your face to shine, and we will be saved.”

 

Lonnie Webster



Friday December 16

2 Samuel 7:18-22

 

David's Prayer

In this passage, we find David praying.  He had just been told by the prophet

Nathan that God had great things in store for him, his family and his people. 

 What did David do?  He prayed.  He acknowledged his own humanness & God's

Sovereignty.  He realized that God's promise was the result of God's love, not

because of anything he had done.  As he prayed, he found himself unable to find

the right words to express his feelings.  Does that happen to you?  It happens to

me…  I am so unworthy of His love, yet He loves me just the same and understands

my heart, even when I can't find what I feel are the "right words" in my prayer. 

 David understood that God knew him, just as he was.  He praised God and

thanked him for the blessings that were, are, and were yet to come.

Blessings often come in the most unexpected ways ~ often times through hardship

and pain.  They can be disguised as we live out our everyday lives.  Even through

the tough days, they are there.  We just need to look for and acknowledge them. 

 How is God blessing you today?

 

Barbara Page



Saturday, December 17

Read: Matthew 1:20-21

 

Do not be afraid… Do not be afraid?!  This reassuring voice that

repeats again and again, "do not be afraid" is the voice we need to

hear right now. We live in a very uncertain world but one thing is

certain; this is the voice of God who has been telling his people

“do not be afraid.”  He told Zachariah, "do not be afraid,” in the

temple when he found out that his wife Elizabeth would bear a

son, he told Mary in Nazareth “do not be afraid” that she would

conceive a son and name him Jesus. These are also the words,

“do not be afraid” that the women heard at the tomb when they

saw the stone had been rolled away.  I am reminded what Jesus

told his disciples as he commissioned them to preach the gospel;

“do not be afraid, for I am with you even to the end of the age.”

You truly are Emmanuel!

 

Blessings,

Pastor Donabel Martin-Ludwig 



Please join us for 

the fourth

Sunday of Advent service.



Monday, December 19 

Read: 1 Samuel 2:1-19

 

Quite frequently, the holiday season is a mixture of emotional ups and downs.  In 1

Samuel, we learn that Hannah had been waiting for the Lord to show her favor by

giving her children.  So much of a woman’s value and identity was wrapped up in

having children in those days and in that culture!  The Bible says was in deep

anguish, crying bitterly as she prayed to the Lord.  And she made this vow: ‘O Lord of

Heaven’s Armies, if you will look upon my sorrow and answer my prayer and give me

a son, then I will give him back to you.’

Time passes, and we see in verse 19 that “the Lord remembers” her plea and “in due

time” the Lord gives her a son.  She names him Samuel, meaning “I asked the Lord

for him”.  When it was time, Hannah took Samuel to the tabernacle where she gave

thanks to the Lord for him.  She encounters the priest Eli and tells him, “I am the very

woman who stood here several years ago praying to the Lord.  I asked the Lord to give

me this boy, and he has granted my request.  Now I am giving him to the Lord, and he

will belong to the Lord his whole life.” 

Hannah is a relatable character.  In her pain and anguish, she turns to the Lord to

pour out her heart.  I can so deeply relate to the need to pour out my heart to God.  To

get on my knees and open the floodgates before the Lord, letting all the words and

thoughts and feelings come pouring out.  There have been times I’ve even wept

bitterly to the Lord—bitter because in that moment (in my short-sighted estimation at

the time) it was the Lord who put me in that situation, or at the very least didn’t

protect me from it.  I am so thankful for a God who hears us in our pain and loves us

despite our misconceptions of Him!  There is no one in the world who knows us

better than the Lord knows us.  No connection is so close, no knowledge so deep as

the Lord’s understanding of who we are and what makes us that way.  

Today’s scripture shows Hannah’s response to the God who hears her:

My heart rejoices in the Lord!

The Lord has made me strong.

continued.....

 



 
Now I have an answer for my enemies; I rejoice because you rescued me.

No one is holy like the Lord!

There is no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God.

In her experience, it is the Lord who makes her heart rejoice when it is discouraged. It

is the Lord who gives her strength when she feels she has none.  It is the Lord who

rescues her from her enemies.  The Lord is her strong foundation.

As we move ever closer to the arrival of our King this Christmas season, there are

bound to be times we are overflowing with thoughts or emotions.  I know there are

times I will be!  My prayer for us is that we will continue to be reminded of the One who

hears us, listens to us, and wants to bear our burdens with us.  And that when we come

to the Lord, we will find a strong, faithful God who makes our hearts rejoice.  

While life’s dark maze I tread,

And griefs around me spread,

Be Thou my Guide;

Bid darkness turn to day,

Wipe sorrow’s tears away,

Nor let me ever stray,

From Thee aside.

--My Faith Looks Up to Thee by Ray Palmer

 

Megan Rulloda

 



Tuesday, December 20

Read: Genesis 21:1-3

 

A Promised Son Is Born

 

When God called Abraham to leave his home and family behind, he promised

that he would make Abraham into a great nation and that all the nations of the

world would be blessed through him. And later, he promised him an heir born

to Sarah, along with countless offspring.

 

Twenty-five long years later, the promise of an heir was fulfilled when a son

was born to Sarah. His birth was one of great joy to his parents, and he was

given the name Isaac, meaning laughter.  

 

But Isaac’s birth was only the beginning of fulfilling that promise to Abraham.

It pointed ahead to another promised Son. The coming of this Son was foretold

in the prophets. A Son who would be great and would reign on the throne of

his forefather David.

 

And, after a wait of roughly two thousand years, this promised Son was born. A

Son that fulfilled the promise made to Abraham. And it is through this Son

that all the nations of the earth have been blessed. His was a birth of great joy

for all people.

 

This advent, remember and celebrate Jesus, the promised Son who was born to

save his people from their sins. 

 

God's grace and mercy to you,

Ed Jarrett



Wednesday, December 21

Read: Matthew 1:1-17

 

The Genealogy of Jesus the Messiah 

 

 As we reflect on the season of Advent, we see a vision of peace and hope that

can only come from a place of reverent waiting. The Gospel of Matthew begins

with the genealogy of Jesus, as Messiah, who came through a lineage of 14

generations from Abraham to King David, 14 generations from King David to

Josiah, leading to an exile in Babylon, and 14 generations from Babylonian exile

to the coming of the Messiah. Once again we are in a time where there is little

peace and we are left hoping, awaiting the arrival of the Christ. The genealogy of

Jesus gives us an opportunity to join in patiently waiting with hope 

that our Savior will be born while also waiting for his return.

 While generations of Israelites waited for the Messiah King to conquer their

enemies, Christians wait for the second coming of the Savior to restore creation

and make all things new. Similarly to the Israelites, we do not know how long

out waiting will last, but we do know that it will not be in vain. Through the

advent season, we are awarded opportunities to reflect on the hope of Christ

and seek understanding in the things we place between us and God. We offer

prayers and our obedience in removing the barriers for that day to come when

the Christ asks us to lift our heads and join Him 

after generations of patiently waiting.

 

Christopher Taylor



Thursday, December 22

Read: Isaiah 33:16-22
 

Land of the Majestic King

Travel during the busy holiday season often presents the opportunity to contrast

major hubs around the United States. Families find themselves debating

Portland and Seattle, Boise vs. Salt Lake, Los Angles with New York, or any other

combination of Forbes Top Ten Cities in America. Rarely is a clear winner

established, but the discussion generally ends with a note about the leadership

and future of that city. Here Isaiah asks the Israelites, fearing the conquest of

the Assyrians, to take note of their Majestic Leader and Promised Future in

Zion. We have the added benefit of looking back on the life of Jesus Christ on

Earth as a fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophetic encouragement. This advent season

lean into Christ’s Lordship, remembering that all questions laid before

governing bodies, whether policy, judicial, or executive based, belong in His

hands, seeking His discernment. Additionally, Isaiah directs Israel, a city in

torment, towards a brighter future one day in Zion. Sadly, this year had many

examples of cities in torment. From refugees desperately trying to escape

Afghanistan through Kabul airport, to Floridians avoiding hurricane Ian in Fort

Myers, to Ukrainians fleeing war in the Donbas region, the past 18 months was

blistered with moments to meditate on terror. Certainly these tragedies deserve

our mourning and deepest condolences, but as Christians we also have a

responsibility to echo Isaiah’s decree of a coming Zion, in which no stake will be

removed nor any cord be broken. During this advent season lets remind our

friends and family of the hope we have in our majestic leader, Jesus Christ, our

Judge, Lawgiver, and King, and in the peaceful land he promises at his second

coming. 
 

Tyler Hemphill



Friday, December 23

Read: Luke 1:46-55

 

What an incredible young lady; I think Mary expected uncertainty and

maybe she even expected things not to be easy. Mary knew the

environment she was living in; a world hostile to women having babies out

of wedlock. She has seen babies taken from their families, thrown into the

air and pieced by bayonets. She and Joseph lived as refugees in a foreign

land with a strange language and different customs. She knew her son

would be mocked and that broke her heart. If Mary were not extraordinary

she would have not accepted the invitation to be part of God’s saving plan

for the world. Mary was willing to sacrifice her own comfort 

for the benefit of all creation. 

 

What is God asking you to sacrifice?  There is no comparison but I know

there are some things in my life I can forgo so that others may come to

know Christ. I am reminded that it is hard for people to know of God’s

provision when they are hungry or cold or alone. God has provided so

much for me and my family and for this I am thankful. I desire to be more

like Mary; willing to sacrifice something so that others 

may come to know Jesus. 

 

Pastor Donabel Martin 



Saturday, December 24

Read Isaiah 9:1-7

 

The prophet Isaiah opens with these hope filled words in chapter 9: “Nevertheless, there

will be no more gloom for those who were in distress." Then he goes on, “The people

walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living 

in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.”

So, just a quick context. The Israelites, whom God supposedly chose to be 

his people, they were exiled from their land. The word exile doesn’t fully give a picture

of the darkness that the Israelites were going through. So, let’s take a moment to put

ourselves in their shoes.

Imagine for a moment.

Imagine a powerful nation invading your homeland.

For the Israelites, it was the Babylonians. The full strength of the Babylonian army

descended on their land, they destroyed their homes, their livelihoods, crushed the

temples they worshipped in and left hundreds if not thousands of

casualties behind. The few who survived were taken back as captives to 

Babylon where they remained in exile for 70 years.

Talk about dark, gloom, distress, deep darkness.

So what does this have to do with Christmas? Why am I writing about this on Christmas

eve? Doesn’t this just kill the spirit of Christmas? We should be talking about the

candles burning low, lots of mistletoe, lots of snow and ice, choirs singing carols right

outside our doors. This is what Christmas is supposed to be, right? Or, is it?

The prophet Isaiah reminds us of a different Christmas message. One that is similar to

the Christmas message that the angels announced to Mary, to Joseph, the lowly

shepherds. Christmas isn’t so much about highlighting the joys of life, although there is

nothing wrong with doing that. Christmas is about a light shining in the darkness.

Perhaps we can also say it this way; Christmas comes not on the triumphant shoulders

of our put-together life, but it shines into the gloom of the darkness we can’t get

ourselves out of. Isn’t that great news?

 



 Not just to the Israelites who were in exile, but also to us, our friends, our co-

workers, neighbors who are going through deep darkness, and gloom, and

distress. But how does this come into reality? I invite you to continue to 

read with me God’s words through the prophet Isaiah: 
 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
 

and the government will be on his shoulders.
 

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
 

Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.
 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom,
 

establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on

and forever.

 The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.
 

I don’t know if you do “Christmas” or “Advent”, perhaps you’re reading this and

you may not recognize the reality of Jesus. I want you to hear the original

message of Christmas. The way the violence in this world will cease, the way God’s

people will be gathered and set free, the way that light comes to a dark world, is

found in a child. The child who was born in a manger, the child who Christians

celebrate on Christmas, the child whose name is JESUS which means savior. He is

the light who has come, and his light has already dawned on this dark world.

 

~ Pastor Sherwin Rulloda





Please join us for 

the Christmas Eve 

service at 5:00pm.


